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Reaching out to the

whole nation of Poland

Like many things God calls his people
to do, it began with one man’s vision.
Johan Lukasse, ECM International’s
chairman, was praying over the
countries in which ECM works and the
Lord drew his attention to Poland.

He put his thoughts about Poland on
paper, and presented them to ECM’s
governing body, the International
Council. The Council endorsed his plan
to explore the possibilities of a window
of opportunity in Poland (see box for
Johan’s thoughts).

Ron Anderson, director of ministries, and
Ernie Addicott, international director,
took an outline of these thoughts to

last October’s annual conference of the
European Evangelical Alliance (EA) and
shared them with Wladyslaw Dwulat,
who heads up the EA in Poland.

“| agree with everything Lukasse has
written,” said Dwulat, “except for one
thing. He believes that there will be a
window of opportunity for 7 to 10
years; | believe it will be much shorter.
We must act now if we want to see
God move in the Polish nation.”

Lukasse and Addicott joined Doug Groth,
who heads up ECM’s church-planting
team in Poland, to visit the Polish EA
and heads of denominations in Warsaw.
Everyone agreed that this is the time for
a united "push’ from all God’s people in
the country.

The project began to take shape. ECM
discovered that many churches are
already planning a year of evangelism
for 2007; Luis Palau, world evangelist,
is planning a tour of 11 cities; there are
already many initiatives. ECM wishes
to link together those things that are
already planned, with a single logo

and slogan to identify them as part of
this nationwide effort, thus bringing
them all under a single banner to
demonstrate our unity in Christ. We also
want to create a single, high quality
piece of Christian literature with gospel
presentations for all the family, and we
aim to deliver a copy to every home in

4

Swietokrzyski bridge in Warsaw, Poland.
Can we bring the gospel of light to Poland?

Poland over the next seven years!

The long-term aim will be to raise the
profile of the evangelical church in
Poland to the place where it is possible
to develop an effective nationwide
church-planting movement.

When talking about the implications
for his church in the small town of
Rabka, Groth said, "It would be
tremendous. To know that we are part
of something bigger, something Polish
and nationwide; that would give our
people so much more confidence to
share Jesus where they live.”

This is a God-sized vision, but it is

With God, all
things are
possible!

Ernie Addicott
International
Director

‘Mission Possible’.

Johan
Lukasse’s
Thoughts

The death of Pope John Paul Il in
2005 will, in time, loosen the control
that the Roman Catholic Church
exerts over the population of Poland.
Having a Polish Pope reinforced their
loyalty to the Roman Catholic
Church, and this will lessen in time
as the memory of him fades.

Poland’s accession to the European
Union in 2005 will lead to rapidly-
rising living standards. Poland
negotiated well during accession
talks and benefited the most of all
the new EU members. Economic
growth will, in time, bring increased
materialism and secularisation, but
during this time of change, there will
be an openness to new ideas. If the
example of other countries is
followed, there will be an increasing
gap between the new, urban rich and
the rural poor, and this will lead many
to look for answers to life's questions
in places other than economic
improvement or political reform.

So we find ourselves asking, “Is this
God’'s moment for Poland, a unique
time when he brings world events
together for a time of blessing on
the nation”?

Quick facts and figures on Poland

Area:

total: 312,685 sg km
land: 304,465 sg km
water: 8,220 sg km

Natural resources:

coal, sulphur, copper, natural gas, silver, lead, salt, amber,
arable land

Land use: arable land: 40.25%
permanent crops: 1%
other: 58.75% (2005)

Population: 38,536,869 (July 2006 est.)

Ethnic groups:

Polish 96.7%, German 0.4%, Belarusian 0.1%, Ukrainian
0.1%, other and unspecified 2.7% (2002 census)

Religions: Roman Catholic 89.8% (about 75% practising), Eastern
Orthodox 1.3%, Protestant 0.3%, other 0.3%, unspecified
8.3% (2002)

Languages: Polish 97.8%, other and unspecified 2.2% (2002 census)

Capital: Warsaw

Agriculture - products:

potatoes, fruits, vegetables, wheat; poultry, eggs, pork, dairy

Industries:

machine building, iron and steel, coal mining, chemicals,
shipbuilding, food processing, glass, beverages, textiles

Economic aid - recipient:

$13.9 billion in available EU structural adjustment and
cohesion funds (2004-06)

Telephones - mobile cellular:

23,096,100 (2004)

Internet users:

10.6 million (2005)
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Castellén is the second most
mountainous province of Spain, and is
found on the eastern (Mediterranean)
coast, half way between Barcelona and
Valencia).Castellén is prosperous, with
an economy based mainly on 3 local
products: oranges, ceramic tiles and the
fishing industry. Due to this local
economic prosperity, there is a lot of
immigration into the province, mainly
from other areas of Spain (Andalucia, in
the south), Latin America and Romania.
This is giving rise to some social
conflicts. Castellén de la Plana — (the
provincial capital) is growing to the
point that today the population is
around 170,000 people.

In the midst of all these environmental
and political developments, ECM
missionaries are developing their
ministry of planting churches. Right

now, we are working in 2 towns: El
Grau and Onda.

Francisco and Shirley Gross with their
children moved to Onda 3 years ago to
plant a church and work along a
Spanish local family, Jose Violeta. Their
work really started 2 years ago with an
Evangelistic massive campaign with the
help of 50 young people, called “Onda
Amiga”. With the contacts from this
campaign, a cell Bible group started

at their homes and 1 year ago, their
houses could not fit them any more.
The Onda team started to look for a
place where they could develop a
stronger and more stable ministry, as a
church. Last summer, this small group
decided by faith to rent an old garage
and started to transform it into a
church. This situation demands a lot of
practical work, besides the church

program and contact visitation, there
are also Bible study cell groups, Sunday
worship services and Sunday school for
the children. Also, the Gross family, with
their experience of working in Romania,
having served with ECM there invest
part of their time in the great need
among this ethnic group in the area.

The other town is El Grau de Castellon,
which is the Mediterranean seaport of
Castellon de la Plana. In 2000, German
missionaries Reinhold and Katharina
Frasch came to this town, to work
closely with a group of 15 believers and
to develop the ministry in this town.
Today, there is a growing independent
church. A strong point of this church is
the youth work in the town. Using
different approaches, such as sport,
music, games, Bible study groups and
international youth exchanges,

ECIVI's ministry in Castellon

we are trying to win the youth from
El Grau to Christ.

There are also ministries for children
and women. Honor Perfect, who is the
most experienced ECM missionary in
Spain, works in the Vida Nueva (New
Life) church in Castellén town itself,
serving among women and children.
She also supports the Onda ministries
very closely. Phil and Margaret
Shepherd, currently on extended home
leave in the UK, led the ECM team in
the region until the end of 2004.

As an ECM team in Castellén, we want
to start and plant new churches across
the province. Our vision is to grow our
current team of missionaries and to
plant at least 7 churches or more in the
coming years, and to develop a social
ministry among our churches.
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Onda update:
Esglesia

“Bona
Nova”
d’'Onda

Evangelica

T

Church of Onda, meeting in their
unrenovated garage for worship

In the last issue of Europe’s Million, we
informed you of the new church planted
by ECM missionaries Francisco and Shirley
Gross, and of their meeting place, which
was a stable that had been converted into
a garage.

Francisco writes, “The renovation work is
going well. The children’s area, hospitality,
pastoral office and the bathrooms are
almost done.

“People are very excited and happy about
the church and future plans. We have chosen
a name for the church in Valencian, which is
the local dialect and is similar to Catalan.
“Bona Nova” means, of course, “Good
News"”. We hope that through this, we will
become more familiar and recognisable to
the community of Onda and surrounding
towns in the province of Castellén.

"As the renovation draws to a close, and as
the church has grown, we have begun to sit

First Sunday meeting in the renovated building

in rows, like most churches. Some people
said that somehow they felt sorry about
"leaving" our circle (we used to sit in a
circle), since the family feeling and closeness
have reduced with the new set-up... but that
gives us a good reason to develop house
groups or cell groups. Please pray for us as
we continue to build the church here in
Onda and make the Bona Nova of Jesus
Christ known to the people of the town”.




June 2006

It takes faith in the Lord to trust in him.
These are comforting words when you
trust the Lord for your future. The
assurance of being one of God's chosen
ones certainly gave me confidence

| would never have found in myself as

| set out with ECM in 1972.

I will take you...

It wasn't long after arriving in Munich
that | read Matthew ch.10. Checking off
the obstacles to ministry, when you are
a chosen and sent one, | realised that
things hadn’t changed much since the
New Testament times. There was much
to learn and there were still very real
‘enemies’ to be fought.

| remember trying to understand
messages; visiting believers with whom
the only contact words were “Amen;

"y

Hallelujah and Coca Cola”!

| remember many bear hugs; meals of
unknown substance; beds of infinite
variety and comfort; spending time with
the Serbo-Croatian language so that

| could better understand the Slavs we
ministered to each week in Munich. | also
remember warm fellowship with German
believers as | travelled around the country
promoting ECM’s ministries in eastern
and central Europe.

So from teaching to Bible College; from
College to ECM Headquarters; from
Britain to Germany and Eastern Europe;
to New Zealand and back to GB: he
took me.

...and make you...

| knew the theory as to what a
missionary is, but on the field | slowly
and significantly put into practice the
theory | learned as | listened to the Lord
and allowed Him to ‘school me in his
ways' (Ps.25:4). It was far from easy and
| made lots of blunders and unwise
choices as | walked on. Many of my
‘black and white’ ideas were modified.
God became more personal and |
became more uniquely shaped by Christ.

...for | have chosen you.

It wasn’t my idea to go and serve in
Europe, but God’s choice and pathway
for me. | had a fun time discovering just
where he could use me best and how

| could best serve Christ.

Chosen to belong to him; chosen to
serve in Europe; chosen to stimulate
mission among many believers; and now
chosen to research and promote Hungary
as a future church planting field for ECM.

I'm grateful for more than 30 years of

1 will take you... and make you...
for 1 have chosen you”

Haggal 2:23

learning and serving with ECM; for the
many ‘chosen ones’ that I've served
with and the larger mission family that
I'm part of. The ECM family has become
my family.

Margaret Willan

Margaret Willan retired in April 2006
after 34 years of faithful service to the
Lord, sharing Christ’s love In Europe.
For the next 18 months, she will be
doing research in Hungary, exploring
possibilities for new work by ECM.

Apprentuc;glnp Schemes

ECM Apprentices: Learning the church-planting trade

ECM is developing further its church-planting
apprenticeship schemes. We have been
promoting the Albania Apprenticeship
Scheme since June 2005 and interviewed
and accepted our first applicant, Colin
Powell, in November. Colin hopes to go

to Albania in early autumn 2006.

Our Apprenticeship Scheme aims to be a
bridge between the local church or Bible
college, and full time Christian service. We
aim to provide practical experience, skills and
knowledge to be effective in Christian service.
Rather than see people plunged into service
without the skills and experience necessary,
we train them, give them opportunities to
serve, to work alongside missionaries and
have delegated responsibilities.

The apprenticeship scheme aims to combine
practical experience with Bible training.

We are looking for a commitment of 2 years.
The first six months will involve intensive
language training so that they can converse
and operate on the field, combined with

the first level of training. The second six
months will be a period of training and
also shadowing the missionaries as they
work, gradually building experience and
independence. They are also asked to
undertake a research project during their

apprenticeship, to help them understand the
local culture and missionary situation better.
The second year will be dedicated to practical
service in the church plants. Apprentices will

be asked to take responsibilities according to
experience and gifting in the churches, and
regular appraisals will ascertain how far they
are progressing.

Please pray for those who are setting up
these scheme in their countries of service,
and ask that the Lord will raise up new
workers for missionary service in Europe
through these schemes. A leaflet giving full
details about the ECM Apprenticeship
Scheme will be available later this year.

During this year, we are working with several
of our fields to develop their apprenticeship
schemes. Portugal, Italy and Ireland are

all working towards the goal of having a
scheme available by the end of the year, and
Austria is planning for a launch date 0f2008
for their apprenticeship scheme. Our goal is
to have apprenticeship schemes available in
all our fields.

Angela Richards, Personnel Officer
personnel@ecmi.org

Annual
Conference

Each year ECM holds an annual
conference for its supporters
and those interested in Europe.
It is a time where you can
come along and hear from
ECM missionaries about their
experiences on the field. It is
also a time to worship,
fellowship and pray with those
who have similar interests

in Europe.

This year's speaker is a well-
known missions author and
speaker Martin Goldsmith.

The following ECM missionaries
will be there to share about
their ministry: Angeline Devlin
(Republic of Ireland), Delyth
Sutton (Spain), Will Niven
(Albania) and Stephen Bell
(Croatia).

The conference will be held
on 25th November 2006 at
Sunbury Court, Sunbury-on-
Thames, from 10 am to 9 pm.
Day attendance will cost £30,
including all meals. For those
who wish to stay at the
conference venue, we have
arranged a price for bed and
breakfast price of £33 per
person per night (single room)
or £60 for two people sharing
a double room

Please contact the ECM Britain
office on 01604 621092 for more
information.
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