doing 100% of the work, everyone does

i I , ,
everything”. Stephen is also encouraged by
the fact that owing to the size of the church
(30 - 40 regular members) “people get to

use their gifts and are being stretched and
are growing in their faith.” In a country
that has grown used to communism and
secularism, church growth can be a slow
process, however, there are encouraging
stories.

Marina (25) was a secretary in a tool
shop when she started attending the church
in 2005. She came to the church through
meeting Nenad, the son of the shop
owner. Nenad had recently returned from

Early morning in Dubrava

“The structure is in place
for new converts and we
would like to see more.”

Marina is Baptised

further church plants in the future. This is just one of the many church
Through your generous financial support, planting initiatives that your partnership

we have been able to fund several projects with us enables. At ECM we are

at the church, resulting in renovations and committed to seeing Europe’s millions like

modifications in the building, investment Marina and Ivan impacted by the good

in the music equipment and resources for news of Jesus. Through our partnerships

the youth work and choir outreaches. These with churches, other agencies and you,

essential projects have helped to further the our supporters, by God’s grace we are

Croatia

cause of the gospel in this part of Croatia. seeing this happen.
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ECM HAS LAUNCHED AN EXCITING AND CHALLENGING NEW
WORK IN THE PEDROCHES VALLEY IN CORDOBA IN SOUTHERN
SPAIN. THE VISION IS TO REACH THE 60,000 INHABITANTS OF THE

VALLEY WITH THE GOSPEL.

The work started with a church plant
in Pozoblanco, the main town in the valley,
and now consists of a number of national
ECM missionaries. One part of the ministry in
the Pedroches valley is The Good Samaritan
Rehabilitation Centre, which treats people
with drug dependency issues. The missionary
team has a dream that by 2015 all the
towns in the region with more than 5000
inhabitants will have a church. Part of the
vision is for year-long evangelistic teams to

come to Spain from Latin American countries.

One such team has just arrived in Cérdoba.
Francis Arjona, the ECM Field Leader in
Spain, tells us about the team, "I presented a
vision to ECM: an evangelism team of up to
5 people with the objective of evangelising
the whole valley. Today it has become a
reality, thanks to the support of people

from churches in Guatemala and Brazil and
financial support from Walsall Evangelical
Church and ECM Britain”.

...all the towns in the
region with more than

5000 inhabitants will
have a church...

The team is made up of 4 people, Carlos
Bernal from Guatemala, Silvia Borges from
Brazil and Leandro and Andrea a couple from
Brazil. Silvia, Leandro and Andrea have been

Les Crosthwaite

WIEC's church centre

sent by ECM Brazil and may be candidates for
long term mission with ECM.

The team is overseen by ECM missionaries
Delyth Sutton and Francis Arjona. The primary
aim of the team is evangelism in three main
towns: Pozoblanco, Villanueva de Cérdoba
and Hinojosa, where it is hoped 3 new
churches will be planted. The team’s efforts
will complement the existing work by ECM
missionaries and have led to local believers
sharing the vision and going out with the team
to speak to their friends and neighbours.

“1f we want the people to
accept Christ, we need to
proclaim that Jesus died
and rose again”

As well as evangelism, the team will be a
vital support in other local church ministries
including the youth group, Sunday school,
ladies’ breakfasts and Bible studies. Finally,
the team will be involved with the Good
Samaritan Drug Rehabilitation Centre,
assisting in the culture week, and book and
agricultural fairs. Both these areas are key in
serving the local community. Francis Arjona
reminds us that “If we want the people to
accept Christ, we need to go out into the
streets and proclaim that Jesus came and
dwelt amongst us, died and rose again.”

He continues “If this message is accompanied

o S

by love in action like the Good Samaritan

Centre the people listen to us and respect us.”
Finally, the team represents an exciting

global partnership in the gospel uniting

the new missionary force in Latin America

with the financial support of the European

churches which have a burden and vision

for mission.
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WE ARE DELIGHTED TO
BRING YOU EXCITING

NEWS OF HOW YOUR
SUPPORT AND PARTNERSHIP
WITH US IS PART OF GOD’S
TRANSFORMING WORK

IN SPAIN.

We also hope that in reading
this you are inspired to pray
with thanks for all God is
doing in this corner of Europe,
please also consider whether
you would like to join the
Partners for Europe scheme
and be further involved in this
great work.

Leandro and Andrea with Francis and Delyth

One Church’s Story

At ECM we are committed to
enabling the local church in the UK
to engage with mission in Europe.
One church that is partnering with

us is Walsall Independent Evangelical
Church. WIEC sent Delyth Sutton who
is working in the Pedroches Valley in
Spain. Les Crosthwaite the Associate
Minister at WIEC tells us about their
support for Delyth.

As a church, we support a small number
of missionaries around the world and each
one has an advocate who provides a link
between the missionary and the church.

We have a rolling programme whereby

each missionary is featured for a month in
the Church Magazine, on the Missions
Notice-board and is the focus of a prayer
meeting. In between-times, we have a system
whereby points for urgent prayer or praise
can be raised by the advocate and included in
the weekly notices.

Delyth recently had a home assignment
and it was a joy to have fellowship with her
during this time and for her to participate
in the life of the church and especially
in outreach evangelism, leaders’ prayer
meetings and retreats and also in singing.

Delyth comes from Walsall and was a
member of the church before the Lord called
her to work in Spain.

Delyth has been working in Spain since
1998 and the church has been her sole
means of financial support. We have also
provided resources for other projects and
are providing much of the funding for an
evangelism team in the Pedroches valley.

We do, of course, pray for Delyth on a
regular basis. Delyth will usually be featured
four times a year on our Missions board and
in our prayer meetings.

We have also been pleased to support
Delyth’s work in other ways, including
sending teams to help with the olive picking
for the Good Samaritan Rehabilitation Centre
and also hosting an annual visit by teenage
girls to whom Delyth is teaching English.



millions

June 2007

Hi,

We are the Fisher family, we were
introduced in the last magazine, we
are preparing to go out to Linz in
Austria with ECM. To keep up with

the latest news, check out our blog...
www.ecmbritain.org

of the nations

MATTHEW AND LOUISE GEORGE ARE ECM MISSIONARIES IN

Albanian missionary Berti Dosti

PORTUGAL. THEY ARE CHURCH PLANTING IN “PARK OF THE
NATIONS” IN LISBON. RECENTLY WE CAUGHT UP WITH LOUISE
GEORGE TO FIND OUT WHAT GOD IS DOING THROUGH THEIR WORK...

Matthew and Louise George _—

“Matthew and | have the privilege of being
part of a multi-cultural team in Park of the
Nations, thus named after the World Expo
of 1998. It is exciting to see young people,
who would otherwise never walk into a
formal church building, wanting to study the
Bible. We are in the second year of what is
potentially a seven year project, and pray that
through God’s power more families and young
people come to know Him."”

Louise told us about one young man...

“In knowing Jesus |
have the promise of
immortality and of
life eternal, which
starts now.”

Pedro shatters the stereotype of a young
Portuguese caught up in materialism, drinking
and often depression. His new-found love for
God's Word is changing his lifestyle and goals.

Pedro’s parents brought him up to be agnostic,

but as a young man studying at the University
of Lisbon and working on the weekends in

Park of the Nations, he was encouraged to
read the Bible on his own and answer the
most important question there ever was:
‘What is your attitude towards Jesus?’ He now
attends a family Bible study and is growing
daily in the Lord.

“I am no longer scared of death,” Pedro
says. “In knowing Jesus | have the promise of
immortality and of life eternal, which starts now.”

Despite the few who have accepted the
Lord and are being discipled in this pioneer
work, it continues to be a battle to reach the
young and prosperous in Park of the Nations,
one of the most up-and-coming urban areas
of cosmopolitan Lisbon. The Georges are in a
suburb of 20,000 people where the majority
are young professionals. This is a wealthy area
that daily attracts hoards of tourists who come
to photograph the stunning architecture and
river views. Few have real material needs, and
even fewer would think to go to church to find
the answers to life's questions.

As one missionary described it, “there is
much exterior beauty here but you only have to
scratch beneath the surface to find the misery
and hopelessness in people’s hearts.”

The church meets in three different homes
for Sunday meetings, and has had the privilege
of having the support of the local council in
running open-air children’s activities in the
neighbourhood square on Saturday mornings.

So how do we go about reaching those
who sense that they have no need for God?
This is indeed the challenge for every ECM
missionary. As Europe becomes increasingly
urbanised, let us ask the Lord of the Harvest
to "send out workers into his harvest field.”
(Matt. 9:38)
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Peter Crawford was until
recently the director of ECM
Ireland, he and his wife
Anna, have heard the call
to go, and will be joining
the team at the Park of the
Nations church plant this
summer. The Crawfords will
be involved in discipleship,
prayer ministry and
mentoring.

“1f it wasn't for the
work you are doing,”

one father said to our team,

“there would be nothing
available for the kids to
do at all.”

‘] SEE WHAT'S HAPPENING

SOME OF ECM’S NATIONAL
MISSIONARIES FROM BOSNIA,
SERBIA AND ALBANIA CAME TO
SPEAK AT OUR CONFERENCE IN
MANCHESTER IN FEBRUARY.

They also individually visited some
churches in the UK to increase their
contacts and support in this country.
Many people who were hosts have told
us what a good time was had by all
and we are very grateful to everyone
who provided accommodation. We
hope that everyone who met them will
go on to pray for their work and we
are truly thankful to those who have
agreed to support them financially.

Berti Dosti, from Albania, showed
some people a DVD about the work
in the Victory School in Albania: for a
copy of this DVD please contact the
ECM Britain office.

At ECM we are always looking
for people to partner with us in God’s
mission in Europe, if you would like
to know more about getting involved,
visit our website www.ecmbritain.org
and visit the recruitment pages, or give
us a call.
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INCOME
E d-t @ General Income £142,090
xpe“ I “re (0 Restricted Income £689,437
@ Legacies £196,521
2006 @ Interest £7,474
Total £1,035,422

We would like to thank all of you who
have supported us over the last year.
We continue to be entirely dependent
on your generous support. Donations
for missionary support and special
projects increased by £100,000 in 2006
but unrestricted donations remained
at the same level. This illustrates the
ongoing problem faced by many
mission agencies where it is difficult
to raise funds for the necessary but
relatively unseen work required to
support our missionaries and projects

on the field. In 2006 we were blessed 2RI 2
with exceptional legacy income but Missionary Support ~ £560,396 65%
where possible this is being used for
longer term projects but inevitably some @ Development £242,427 29%
has to be used to cover shortfalls. We @ Projects £32,026 5%
continually give thanks to God for the
generous and sacrificial giving of our @ Governance Costs ~ £10,790 1%
many supporters, and we ask you to
pray that giving for these under-funded ) el
areas of work would increase in 2007.

SURPLUS £167,035

)

ol Wales needs o-:.-
PRAYER for your

SHEPHERDS voi-n

Phil and Margaret Shepherd, together
with their four children, have been involved
in ECM’s church planting ministry in Spain
since 1986. Because of burnout due to
severe stress they were advised to return to
Britain in 2005. They are gradually recovering
through personal counselling and care by
their local church.

The Keswick Convention
July 14th — August 3rd

Detling
4th - 9th August

If you are there, please do come and
visit our stands.

Since the door was closed for their return
to Spain, Phil has begun a new venture with
the Baptist Church, aimed at starting new

\

Some of you will know that churches in the Clwyd Valley in North Wales. We are delighted to announce the dates
Richard Tiplady the British Director, This will be a bilingual work and he is already and venue for the Southern Conference
has been seriously ill with pneumonia. preaching in Welsh. He is also retraining which replaces the Autumn Conference.
We are delighted that he is making and will attain his Diploma in Christian The conference will take place at;

a faster than expected recovery, so Counselling through Waverley Abbey (CWR) Sunbury Court

we thank you for your prayers and at the end of the year. Margaret is working Novermber 24th

thank God for this good news. He in the Learning Support department of a Phil, preaching in Welsh _

will return to the office on a part time local High School and they maintain close i 9:30am — 4pm.

basis in June. Please continue to pray links with ECM in Britain. In fact Phil was The cost will be £10 per person.

for Richard as he regains his strength the main speaker at ECM’s recent Northern We wish Phil and Margaret every blessing Accommodation is available for those

and pray that he will return to us Conference. With three of their children still in this new stage of their lives and ministry, who require it.
rested and restored. living in Spain they will always have links and we thank God that he is a God of
with that country. restoration and renewal.
@ e c m ECMI National Offices
Spri é/bﬂlf{'j Jove - .
/M’”/‘Zﬁ / EWOP@ ECM Britain ECM Ireland ECM Australia ECM Netherlands ECMI USA
m 50 Billing Road Ballymacoss Avenue & New Zealand PO Box 861 161 Strasburg Place

Northampton NN1 5DB Lisburn BT28 2GX PO Box 15 7400 AW Deventer Lancaster, PA
Tel: +44 (0)1604 621092 Tel: +44 (0)28 9266 6044 Croydon NSW 2132 Tel: +31 (0)570 637537 17602-1323
Fax: +44 (0)1604 620594 Fax: +44 (0)28 9266 7835 Tel: +61 (0)2 9747 5446 Fax: +31 (0)570 637037 Tel: +1 717 397 0390
Email: ecm.gb@ecmi.org Email: ecm.ni@ecmi.org Email: ecm.oz@ecmi.org Email: ecm.nl@ecmi.org Email: ecm.usa@ecmi.org

European Christian Mission (Britain) is an interdenominational missionary organisation, working in Europe. ECM (Britain) is a registered charity (1059464) and Company (3277668) limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales.
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in Croatia

“The church in Dubrava
has given me a new
family and support and
great advice from my
brothers and sisters.”

Germany where he had been converted, and
had been excited by the plans for a church
plant in Dubrava. He was one of the founder
members. Marina heard Nenad's testimony,
gave her life to Christ and was baptised in
2006. She is an enthusiastic church member,
involved in the worship group in Dubrava and

Croatia

the choir in Radiceva. Of her new found faith
she says “Christ has changed me by giving
me eternal life and the awareness of why I'm
created. The church in Dubrava has given me a
new family and support and great advice from
my brothers and sisters.”

lvan, who
is in his 60s,
happened to
be passing
the church
one day when
there was a
barbecue on and decided to join in. Through
the witness of his son Mirsad (who had been
converted at a drug rehabilitation centre in
Spain), the evangelistic efforts of the church
and attending regular Bible study groups, Ivan
became a Christian. He is now a vital member
of the fellowship. Ivan says “Where your
treasure is, there is your heart also”. Ivan has
found his heart in Jesus and worshipping and
serving in Dubrava.

Both Nenad and Mirsad are vital members
of the church, attending several home-groups
and being active in evangelism. The size of the

“The structure is in place
for new converts and we
would like to see more.”

June 2007

Zagreb is the Capital of Croatia and is
home to 1 million people, of whom
around 0.2 % (2,000) are Evangelical
Christians. In 2005, in partnership

with Radiceva Baptists Church and
Missionaries from Greater European
Mission, ECM Missionaries Stephen &
Tabita Bell and Tihomir & Ulrike Vekic
planted a church in Dubrava, a suburb of
Zagreb. Dubrava has 100,000 inhabitants
but had no Evangelical church. Since
then the church has grown in numbers,
maturity and stability.

Stephen Bell says “We have a really good
structure here, with 80% of the people

church makes it a close knit community which
is ideal as these young men re-establish their
lives in the area.

Of the future Stephen says “The structure
is in place for new converts and we would
like to see more.” The long term vision for
the church is that
there would be an
established Croatian
leadership team, that
the church would
be financially self-
sustaining, and that
there would be 100 members. There is also
a vision to see more churches planted in the
area, and the mother church (Radiceva Baptists
Church) has been challenged to consider
further church plants in the future.

Through your generous financial support,
we have been able to fund several projects
at the church, resulting in renovations and
modifications in the building, investment
in the music equipment and resources for
the youth work and choir outreaches. These
essential projects have helped to further the
cause of the gospel in this part of Croatia.
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doing 100% of the work, everyone does
everything”. Stephen is also encouraged by
the fact that owing to the size of the church
(30 — 40 regular members) “people get to
use their gifts and are being stretched and
are growing in their faith.” In a country
that has grown used to communism and
secularism, church growth can be a slow
process, however, there are encouraging
stories.

Marina (25) was a secretary in a tool
shop when she started attending the church
in 2005. She came to the church through
meeting Nenad, the son of the shop
owner. Nenad had recently returned from
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Marina is Baptised

This is just one of the many church
planting initiatives that your partnership
with us enables. At ECM we are
committed to seeing Europe’s millions like
Marina and Ivan impacted by the good
news of Jesus. Through our partnerships
with churches, other agencies and you,
our supporters, by God’s grace we are
seeing this happen.

50 Billing Road, Northampton, NN1 5DB T 01604 621092 - 01604 620594 = ecm.gb@ecmi.org




